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to them the terms of the ultimatum, that same document
which Sverdlov, under such vastly different circumstances,
had read to the Central Committee at Smolny. The event
was the signal for an outburst of enthusiastic jingoism and
self-congratulation. Cheers from the Right; hisses from
the Left. " Never yet perhaps in history has the Aristotelian
dictum that we must resolve on war for the sake of peace
been so strikingly confirmed ", declared the Imperial
Chancellor beaming at the deputies through his heavy-
lensed glasses. " In order to safeguard the fruits of our
peace with the Ukraine, our High Command drew the
sword and peace with Russia will be the happy result."
Erzberger, from the Centre, demonstratively welcomed the
peace and affirmed that its conditions were in conformity
with the Peace Resolution of July 19, 1917 ! But the palm
was reserved for Stresemann. " It is not the negotiations
with Trotsky, nor the Reichstag Peace Resolution, nor
the reply to the Pope's Note/5 exulted the future Nobel
Peace Prize winner and negotiator of Locarno, " but the
advance of the unbroken military might of Germany
which has brought us peace in the East/'*

From the Left Scheidemann's voice was raised in
condemnation : " It was not the intention of the German
Social Democratic Party to bring about the present state
of things in Russia ", he said, his little white goatee
bristling with indignation. " We fought to defend our
country from Tsarism but we are not fighting for the
partition of Russia. . . . The policy pursued towards
Russia is no policy of ours. . . . We do not wish in the
circumstances to attain a dominating position which would
force us to conclude a peace with the Entente on such
terms as those on which Lenin and Trotsky are now
concluding peace with the Quadruple Alliance/'2 And
he sat down amid the jeers and hisses of the Right.

1 Verhandlungen des Reichstags, February 26 and 27, 1918.
2 Scheidemann, ii. 123-124.